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<Abstract>

Study of the Activities of Han Deok-se, a Prominent Female

Figure from Jeonbuk Province, in Central California

Heeyoung Choi’

This paper explores Han Deok-se’s historical activities in central California.
Han, born into a noble family in Jeonbuk, migrated to the US with her husband
after graduating from Ehwa Haktang and settled there. Han orchestrated a
strategic collaboration involving her husband, Kim Hyung-soon, and her mentor,
Kim Ho, resulting in the establishment and operation of Brother Kim’s Company
and Reedley Nursery within a tripartite management structure. Her multifaceted
responsibilities encompassed oversight and accounting of these entities.
Furthermore, Han embarked on a distinct path of self-identification as a devoted
adherent of Christianity, with a pronounced emphasis on spearheading the
establishment and expansion of Korean churches within the environs of Reedley
and Dinuba. Primarily acclaimed for her resolute advocacy of Reedley Group’s
endeavors for independent Korea, she notably embraced the doctrine of Korea’s
neutralization and unification. As a prominent figure within the National
Association and the Korean Women’s Patriotic Corps, her efforts encompassed
a diverse array of undertakings, ranging from championing homeland
independence to rendering assistance to the afflicted and fostering the growth
of the Korean community. This comprehensive inquiry, which systematically
delineates her undertakings spanning the realms of economy, religion, and
politics, serves to proffer exemplary instances of women hailing from Jeonbuk
contributing significantly to the annals of the diasporic Koreans’ independence
movement, alongside the broader economic and cultural tapestry of Korean
Americans. Additionally, the presence of Kim Yong-joong and Song Cheol,
fellow natives of Jeonbuk who ascended to prominence as accomplished
entrepreneurs in California, underscores the contributions made by Jeonbuk

provincials to the contemporary Korean societal landscape and local economic

* Visiting Scholar, Department of History, Northern Illinois University
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milieu in central California.
Key Words : Han Deok-se, Women from Jeonbuk, Kim Brothers Company,

Reedley Nursery, Korean Church, Neutralization Unification,

Reedley Group, Korean community in central California
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