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“rhe end of tourism” “Tourism is everything and everything is tourism ”

The “Other’ Postmodern Tourism: Culture,
Travel and the New Middle Classes

Tan Munt

Consuming Places

John Urry ‘I wanted to America because I i by 100
stk }’ears of snmu:r (Bomno 1991). Beyond the association of

literature (Hassan, 1985;
Mcl«lne 1987), mu e s expressed by the assistant editor of
In Focus (the magazine of the UK-based Tourism Concern
organization) is reflective of emergent postmodern tourism prac-
tices among a new middle class.
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dncuu.d N[:nernm)n ind Wnrld Faln which are !lmdammlal to
the restructuring of capitalism and postmodern cultural shifts
(Featherstone, 1991; Harvey, 1989; Levine, 1987; Shiclds, 1988;

Urry, 1990b). A simulational framework has also been extended Th .
beyond tourism in the advanced Western economies to tourism e Tourist
experiences in the Third World. Bruner (1989), for example,

considers luxury tourism to the Sepik River in Papua New Guinea G aze 3 & 0

as proof that ‘preference for the simulacrum is the essence of post-
modern tourism’ (1989: 438). Clearly, simulacra are important,'
but does this tell us all we need to know about contemporary
holiday-making?
In this article, 1do not set out to challenge these post-tourisms'*
but to consider, the ‘Other’ @

vy, Culture & Society (SAGE, London, Thousand Oaks and New Delhi),
Vol. 11 (1994), 101-123

Urry, J. (1995) Consuming Places. Munt, I. (1994) ‘The Other postmodern tourism: travel, culture and the new middle class’,
London: Routledge Theory, Culture and Society 11, 3:101-24
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