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<Abstract>

Life and Independence Movement Efforts of Ko Pyeong,
Independence Activist from Jeollabuk-do Province

Chang, Se Yun’

Ko Pyeong was born in 1884, to a traditionally reputable family of Jangheung
Ko clan at Buan-gun, Jeollabuk-do Province. At the age of eight, he was adopted
to the Head House of Ko clan in Changpyeong-myeon, Damyang-gun,
Jeollanam-do Province, where he spent eight years studying Chinese literature.
Afterwards, he went to Seoul and graduated from Bokwang (middle) school and
governmental training school for judicial officers. Then, he resigned after
working for a month as a prosecutor at Chuncheon district court and returned
to his hometown of Buan.

On July 1911, he entered Daejonggyo, which was expanding its influence as
an emerging religion of people and took an important position. The connection
with Daejonggyo organization became his major motivation to dedicate himself
into Korean Independence Movement in Manchuria (Northeast area of China).
On April 1913, Ko Pyeong took a position as a lecturer at Eastern headquarters
of Daejonggyo, moved to Wangqing-hyeon, Jilin Province, to which the believers
of Daejonggyo were immigrating, and devoted his life into Korean Independence
Movement. In particular, he represented Daejonggyo at the planning of ‘Lungjing
March 13th Anti-Japanese Movement,” contributing significantly to the
development of Anti-Japanese Independence Movement in Yanbien (North
Gando) area. That is, as a result of his effort, ‘March 13th Anti-Japanese
Movement,” where about 30,000 Koreans participated in, took place in Lungjing
of Yanbien, China on March 13, 1919.

In 1919, when Euigunbu, an Anti-Japanese armed resistance group was
organized, Ko Pyeong became the chief of staff and played a leading role in
Anti-Japanese resistance movement. During the Battle of Bongodong on June

1920 and Battle of Qingshanli on October the same year, he made huge
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contribution for the unification, sponsoring and management of independence
army. Again in 1920, he became the chief of staff for the independence army
of Korean Revolution Army organized in Yanbien and underwent battles with
the Japanese military. Later on, Ko Pyeong joined Shinminbu, an independence
and autonomy movement organization of Korean residents in Manchuria, as
section chief and contributed to independence movement and autonomy
movement of Korean residents in Northern Manchuria area during the 1920s.

During the 1930s and the first half of 1940s, he moved to mainland China
and led Korea-China joint Anti-Japanese movement as chief of staff or judicial
officer at the Chinese Nationalist government. In 1945, he came back to Korea
and worked as an executive of Daejonggyo. In late 1949, he played a leading
role as a judge at the Special Committee for Investigation of National Traitors.

Unfortunately, however, in 1950, Ko Pyeong was kidnapped to North Korea
during the Korean war and soon was forgotten by the public. That is why we
should discover, collect and arrange relevant materials of him to shed light on

his life and let him be recognized by people in-and outside of Korea.
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