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<Abstract>

The Changes of Jail System and Human Rights in the Period
of Kabo-Kwangmu Reformation

: Focusing on Jeonlabukdo Province

N
Won, Jae Yeon

In this article I examined the changes of Jail system and of treatment of
prisoners before and after in the period of Kabo-Kwangmu Reformation, by
considering differences between the articles of the new and old codes in the
aspect of legal system, and by reviewing the documents such as judicial records,
local ethnography and old maps in Jeonlabukdo province. The changes of judicial
system in modern Korea is composed of the aggressive intention of Japanese
imperialism and the patriotic purpose of Enlightened Party. In general it has many
similarities of accepting the European jail system between in the Japanese Maiji
Reformation and in modern Korea. Especially the acceptance of the penal
servitude system was followed by the division of prison between the convicted
prisoners’ and the unconvicted. And it has brought about the changes such as
paying the wages of the convicted and the active self-realization through the
prisoner’s reading of culture, moral, occupation books and doing regular exercise,
and as a result of these changes, it was possible that the modern penal and jail
system focusing on enlightenment and discipline. It has also led to the change
of execution method that the decapitation and dismemberment were replaced by
hanging and firing squad. By this change, we are able to know the development
of the prisoner’s right. In the province of Jeonlabukdo, owing to the often
instructions and answering order for the fair trial by Ministry of Justice, it was
possible that all the judicial processes had got the fairness and objectivity
according to the new penal system, abolishing the old judicial custom of vague
standards. And the new legal system has put the strict restriction on the use of
implement of fastening and punishing the prisoners. Very often the government

declaimed act of oblivion for the convicted and the unconvicted, for the sake
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of participating with the national celebration and the reforming politics. The kinds
of oblivion was various such as parole, temporal release, reduction of penalty.
As a result of these managements, the human right of prisoners in jail has
considerably improved in the province of Jeonlabukdo. But in the aspect of
advancing the level of penal servitude, it was still lacking and insufficient to
give the food and wages for working for prisoners, like any provinces at the
period. We can see the transitional character of provincial underdevelopment in
the judicial system, in comparison with the capital and some advanced open port,
in the aspect of facility modernization and of gaining funds in 1890s in Korean

empire.

Key Words : Jail, Penal servitude, Facility modernization, Gaining funds, The

human right of prisoners
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