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<Abstract>

Installation of Japanese Consulate in Gunsan and activities by Chief

Secretary during the port opening period (from 1899 to 1906)

Choi, BoYoung’

This study is to find out the installation of consulate branch in Gunsan, which
was one of the consulates which Japan installed in Korea, its personnel composition
and the activities of the chief secretary for the consulate branch. On May 1, 1899,
Korean government opened the Gunsan port on its own rather than by the treaty.
Subsequently, Japan installed its Gunsan consulate branch under Mokpo Consulate
on May 26, 1899. Gunsan was very attractive to Japanese as a lot of Japanese
who surreptitiously in filtrated into Korea lived there.

The modern changes in Gunsan were achieved by the construction of infrastructure
for the newly opened port made by the chief secretary dispatched to the consulate
branch. The Gunsan consulate branch performed the following activities. First, the
consulate branch found out that Russia tried to purchase the land in Gunsan to expand
its influence in Korea. To deter Russian influence, Japan tried to preemptively purchase
the land earlier than Russian government to prevent Russia from expanding its
influence in Korea. Second, the chief secretary of consulate branch took proper
actions against the exclusive commercial behaviors performed by any groups
under the fraudulent excuse that they follow the Korean government’s instruction
in Gunsan where the commercial area was broad and the commercial profit was
concentrated. Third, it was wary of the Korea’s armed groups and collected the
information about them and made effort to help the Japanese residents to have
stable life there.

Due to these activities of chief secretary in the consulate branch, there was
the increase in the number of Japanese residents as well as inflow of Korean
into Gunsan. This kind of phenomenon converted Gunsan into the modern city.
The chief secretary in the Japanese consulate branch was the core power supporting
the Japanese resident’s stable living and activities in the area and is found to

have played the most critical role in Japanese imperialism’s infiltration into Korea.

* Ph.D. HK research professor, Institue of Japanese Studies HK+ Project Research Center
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So, the focus shall be made on the existence of consul who enabled the chief secretary
to act like that rather than focusing only the city’s growth and development made

by the increase in the number of Japanese residents in the area.

Key Words : Gunsan, Gunsan consulate branch, Consul, Asayama Kenjo, Yokota

Saburo, Police for consulate, Residential area for Japanese
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