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<Abstract>

SangKimun Country from Archaeology and Literature

Jeon, Sanghak’

The geographical and spatial scope of the Kimun in the literature and its
relationship with Baekje, Silla, and Banpa were identified, and through the review
of the archaeological data, the Kimun was regarded as a small Gaya kingdom
located upstream of the Nam River. Around the Unbong Plateau in the upper
reaches of the Nam River, there were small Gaya countries that formed the same
cultural and living areas based on close exchanges between Hamyang and
Sancheong counties in Gyeongsangnam-do Province.

The inscriptions in the literature consist of upper, middle, and lower Kimun,
and Unbong Plateau, which is located in the upper reaches of the country and
distributed 160 medium and large ancient tombs including Yugok-ri, Durak-ri,
Wolsan-ri, Imri, and Cheonggye-ri, is located in the SangKimun country.

The local-based culture of the Unbong Plateau, called the "Land of God,"also
features 12 gayageum songs by Ureuk and Yangjikgongdo. Unbong Plateau,
where the above civilization is located, is an area where Baekje, Silla, Mahan,
and other Gaya forces clashed during the Three Kingdoms Period, resulting in

a combination of diverse cultures.

Key Words : Gaya, Kimun, SangKimun country, Baekje, Silla, Banpa, Unbong

Plateau, Nam River, Seomjin River, Ancient tombs

* Senior Researcher, Jeonju Cultural Heritage Institute
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