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<Abstract>

The Effects of Rural Festivals on the Region
- The Case Study of Jinan Red Ginseng Festival -

Yoo, Sang-Choon"

Rural festivals have changed their concept after industrialization and
urbanization. Rural festivals were run by local residents based on the community.
Nowadays, festivals are held for the purpose of revitalizing the local economy.
Jinan-gun started the Jinan Red Ginseng Festival in 2013 with administrative
support. The festival aims to revitalize the local economy and unite local
residents. This study analyzes the economic, political and sociocultural impacts
from anthropological perspectives based on objective data and interviews with
various subjects on whether these festivals have achieved their original purpose.

Economic impacts can be identified through statistical data during the festival
and interviews with merchants participating in the festival. Statistics show that
economic effects more than doubled every year. In 2018, the number of visitors
decreased compared to 2017, but economic effects rose. However, ginseng
farmers and merchants who participated in the festival feel that their income has
decreased. In addition, the downtown area, which is far from the festival place,
is considered to have a large economic loss because it cannot participate in the
festival. The reason why the influence of the festivals appears to be different
depending on the subject is that the success of the festival is judged only by
the economic effect. This is due to the government's strategy for achieving
outcomes. As a result, the economic impact of the festival was that Jinan-gun
tried to commercialize red ginseng to increase the economic effect, but small-
scale farmers and merchants were limited in connecting to commercialization.

Political influence is manifested by the selection of members of the steering
committee, which runs the festival, in the administration, and by leading the
festival. In addition, conflicts with local residents also arise as the county

governor uses the festival as a political strategy. In rural areas, the influence of

*  Assistant professor, Dept. of Archaeology and Cultural Anthropology, Jeonbuk National
University
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the governor is heavily affected in festivals. The reason is that festival expenses
are mostly covered by local government budgets. Therefore, the political purpose
of the county governor is expressed through festivals.

The sociocultural influence can be grasped through the process and reason of
participation of each subject participating in the Jinan Red Ginseng Festival, the
identity and pride of Jinan-gun and the role of the local residents’play space.
Rural festivals provide local residents with new experiences in a short time.
Therefore, the reason why locals participate in the festival is to treat guests, build
friendships and strengthen social ties.

The festival is a place in which complex functions are expressed intensively.
The significance of the economic, political and sociocultural influences of the
festivals examined in this study is to analyze the local community from a
comprehensive perspective and to scrutinize the relationships between the

subjects who made representative festivals in rural area in a short period of time.

Key Words : Jinan Red Ginseng Festival, Rural Festivals, Local participation,

Regional identity, Social ties
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