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<Abstract>

Examining Silla’s Expansion into the Jeonbuk Region from an

Archaeological Perspective

Choi Byung Hyun"

The Honam region experienced incursions by Silla prior to the unification of
the Three Kingdoms but this topic has rarely been addressed within the
archaeological community. This paper therefore examines the process of Silla’s
expansion into the Jeonbuk region from an archaeological perspective.

During the Incipient Silla period (mid-third to early fourth century CE), the
Jeonbuk region did not neighbor the Silla sphere of the Yeongnam region but
a limited number of vessels of the Incipient Silla pottery style have been
identified at Mahan settlements of Imsil and Jeonju.

Around the time that the capital of Baekje was relocated to Ungjin following
the fall of Hanseong to Goguryeo forces in 475 CE, Silla’s influence began to
expand into the Jeonbuk region, with Silla tombs being constructed in parts of
Muju that neighbored Gimcheon, which was part of Silla territory. With Silla’s
expansion into the Han River region and its consolidation of Gaya groups located
to the west of the Nakdong River in the mid-sixth century, Silla tombs were
also constructed in Jinan and Namwon, which had once been Gaya territory but
now belonged to Silla.

The construction of Silla tombs in the eastern regions of Jeonbuk prior to the
unification of the Three Kingdoms gradually spread westwards, but with the
unification of the Three Kingdoms in the later half of the seventh century, Silla
tombs came to be constructed simultaneously at numerous locations within the
Jeonbuk region.

There has been a sore lack of attention on the Silla sites of the Honam region,
resulting in a dearth of excavations. However, in order to formulate a well-balanced
understanding of regional histories, further research and investigation into these
Silla sites are required.

Key Words : Silla pottery, Gaya pottery, Silla tombs, Gaya tombs, Jeonbuk region
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