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<Abstract>

Han/Mahan/Baekje/Gaya in Jeonbuk Area

Choi, Wan Gyu’

Jeollabuk-do province consists of the western plains and the eastern
mountainous regions. In the west, Mahan and Baekje cultures form the basis,
and in the eastern regions, Gaya culture coexists in various ways with Mahan
and Baekje cultures.

In the western region, Mt. Mireuk of lIksan is the central area that separates
the water systems of the Geumgang and Mangyeongang Rivers. To the north
of Mt. Mireuk, the Nonsancheon and Ganggyeongcheon of the Geumgang water
system flow through the basin-shaped plains extending to Mt. Gyeryong, and to
the south, the Mangyeonggang River flows to the plains reaching Mt. Moak. In
these areas, many relics from the Bronze Age before establishment of Mahan
are distributed, confirming that these were the center of Han (%) culture.

Thanks to the remains of pit tombs which were newly clustered on the basis
of the Iron Age culture in the Mangyeonggang river basin and the rituals-related
relics, this area is given archaeological evidence to support that Mahan was
established here before or after the 3rd century BC.

In the western plains, it is confirmed that the mounded tombs of the Mahan
tradition continued to remain based on the Mahan culture until the end of the
5th century even after the territorialization by Baekje. It may thus be assumed
that there was power of Mahan's mounded tombs as underground forces of the
central castle installed around Gobu in Jeongeup in the age of Baekje Sabi.

Observing the characteristics of Gaya culture in the eastern region from the
view of location of central ancient tombs, it seems that it was choosing a basin
terrain geographically, which could meet the favorable condition for defending.
Besides, a political relationship with Baekje can be inferred from the Chinese
artifacts including chicken-spout jars (288735) which were excavated from the
Gaya ancient tombs in Ayoung Basin. The Backje earthenware excavated from

the Gaya tombs in Janggye Basin, however, seems to suggest a deep connection

* Jeonbuk Cultural Property Research Institute
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with Baekje, and a central link of it can be found in the Gaya tombs in the
Yeonsan region of Nonsan.

During the period of Baekje Sabi, the friendly relationship between Gaya and
Baekje in Jeollabuk-do would have been the background for establishment in

Namwon of the southern castle, a local organization of Backje.

Key Words : Han, Mahan, Baekje, Gaya ancient tombs, Central castle, Southern

castle
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