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<Abstract>

Local People’s Memory and Historical Awareness of the

Donghak Peasant Revolution through a Life-History Approach

Mo, Chunheung”

This study attempts to examine the current meaning of the Donghak Peasant
Revolution with a life-historical approach that pays attention to the process in
which the subject (re)constructs life from his/her own point of view. More
specifically, this study analyzes how citizens living in the present era, rather than
state-centered or record-oriented history, perceive the Donghak Peasant
Revolution and how to construct such a perception. To this end, this study
examines the memories of the Donghak Peasant Revolution drawn by three
ordinary people through a ‘biographical narrative interview’ and how they
construct their own perception of the Donghak Peasant Revolution.

According to the analysis of this study, it can be confirmed that the personal
historical experiences of the Donghak Peasant Revolution appearing in the life
histories of the three research subjects are different and reconstructed in their
life histories as the elements of experience and generations intersect. In particular,
I believe that the place called Jeongeup, where the three research subjects lived
and experienced together, shared the collective meaning and symbol of the
Donghak Peasant Revolution on the one hand, but on the other hand, the history
experienced there reflects the presentness of the individualized method. It can
be seen that In addition, the way of thinking and experiencing past history based
on place is experienced through the ‘remained’ still located in the place, but the
presentness of this indirect historical experience is ‘separation’ and ‘articulation’

between historical subjects. were shown at the same time.

Key Words : Donghak Peasant Revolution, Memory, Perception, Historical

Experience, Life History

* Hanyang Institute for Conflict Resolution
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