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<Abstract>

The Historical Signification of Byeokgolje Reservoir’s Extension

and Destruction in Goryeo Dynasty

Park, Jong-ki"

Byeokgolje reservoir which was located in Gimje-si, Jeollabuk-do was constructed
at 330 AD. This reservoir was the largest reservoir during the premodern Korean
history. Byeokgolje was repaired and extended in period of king Injong(r. 1122-1146)
of Goryeo dynasty. The repair and extension was influenced by the development
of agricultrural technique and productivity. The repair and extension of Byeokgolje
was the turning point to begin to construct the irrigation facilities nationwide
hereafter. Byeokgolje was destroyed three years after in 1146 since the repair.
The government requisitioned the labor from the lower classes and didn’t recompense
to the loborers after the construction. The government couldn’t endure the public
resentment, and then destroyed the reservoir. The Goryeo government promoted
to a higher status of Gimje area locating in Byeokgolje reservoir and wanted

to supplement the financial revenue through the developing Gimje area.

Key Words : Byeokgolje reservoir, Gimje, Injong, Goryeo dynasty, Irrigation
facility

* Emeritus professor of Korean History, Kookmin University
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