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<Abstract>

Current Status and Tasks of The Righteous Army in Jeonbuk State
Focusing on the Volunteer Army from the Imjin War(1592-98) to the
Byeongja Invasion(1636)

Mun, Gyeong-deuk’

During the Joseon Dynasty, the Righteous Army in Jeonbuk refers to a group
that voluntarily fought against foreign aggression from the Imjin War(1592-1598)
to the Byeongja Invasion in 1636. Jeonbuk State has also enacted an ordinance
in 2022 and is to promote a project commemorating the Righteous Army
movement. As part of the commemorative initiative, this study aims to analyze
a collection of papers, books, writings, and historical materials related to the
activities of the Righteous Army in Jeonbuk during the Joseon Dynasty and to
outline future tasks based on this analysis.

Righteous Army in Jeonbuk consisted of individuals who were either born in
or had resided in Jeonbuk and who participated in volunteer military activities.
However, to gain a comprehensive understanding of the Righteous Army in
Jeonbuk, it is essential to organize research findings on militia activities
throughout the entire Jeolla Province. Therefore, from the related literature
compiled in previous research projects, materials unrelated to the Righteous Army
in Jeonbuk were excluded, and searches were conducted in the Korean Studies
Data Platform(kdp.aks.ac.kr) using the names of Righteous Army members from
Jeonbuk as keywords.

The findings revealed several key points: First, although research output
gradually increased until the 2010s, both the number of researchers and the
volume of research output are expected to decline during the 2020s. Second, the
historical materials recorded more than 160 years after the two wars are likely
to have been distorted by subsequent generations. Third, the historical materials
predominantly focused on specific individuals, thereby, overshadowing the

significance of volunteer army activities.

* The Institute of Classical Studies in Korea, Jeonju University
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Accordingly, the following tasks have been proposed for the research sector.
First, active support for research is essential. Second, historical criticism should
precede any research efforts. Third, research must be approached from the
perspectives of post-nationalism and post-regionalism. In the section concerning
the commemorative project, the following tasks were outlined. First, the
establishment of a dedicated institution and a comprehensive master plan is
necessary. Second, it is important to expand the category of the Righteous Army
in Jeonbuk and to promote research and commemorative projects in collaboration

with local governments.

Key Words : Jeonbuk State, Volunteer army, Research projects, Commemorative

projects, Post-nationalism, Post-regionalism






