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<Abstract>

Discussion on Lime Burials from Gunsan Naecheung-dong Site

Lee Jong Hwa'

This study aims to clarify the attributes and scholarly significance of lime
burials (hoemyo, 3|H, 7KZ) of the Naeheung-dong site during the Joseon
Dynasty Korea. Archaeological data and research are still limited on this
representative mortuary practice of Joseon. The lime burials from the
Naeheung-dong Site in Gunsan, is this paper’s focus, comprehensively reviewing
the burials’ distribution, structure, production method, and production dates. In
this paper, the term “hoemyo” is used in a broader sense, to include not only
the cases where lime (hoe, &], 7K) was used to construct a coffin surrounding
or enclosure (gwak, =}, £f), but also the cases where lime was applied only as
an upper sealing layer (cheonhoe, %3], K7%) and when lime was used in small
quantities during burial construction.

A total of 331 Joseon-period burials were identified from the Naeheung-dong
site (272 earth-cut burials and 59 lime burials). The lime burials occur in site
areas A, C, and D, with the highest concentration in area C (43 burials). They
are arranged in linear rows along a particular elevation band on the hillside, and
there are almost no overlaps between the lime burials’ distribution. This pattern
suggests either a relatively short period of construction or the existence of
spatially bound burial plots associated with a group (or between multiple groups).
Furthermore, the choices of burial location and orientation appear to have been
not strictly guided by ideal prescriptions of Neo-Confucian ritual manuals but
rather prioritized pragmatic responses to local topography like ridgelines and
slope conditions.

In terms of burial structures, the Naeheung-dong lime burials can be classified
into Type III (10 burials), Type IV (37 burials), and Type V (12 burials). Among
them, simplified forms predominate, characterized by reduced or partial use of
lime. Some of these burials contain crushed shell mixed into the lime, implying

the coastal environmental setting possibly influencing material choices. The use
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of a lime floor layer (jihoe, #|3], #1/x) is limited to seven burials (about 12%),
potentially indicating lower social and economic status compared to the Jeonju -
Wanju area of Jeolla Province. Grave goods were found in only two burials
(including white-porcelain jars and bronze spoons), allowing some assessment of
status differentiation among the burial plots. And this grave good assemblage is
generally consistent with the broader post-Imjin War trends toward frugality in
burial practices.

Dendrochronological data from wooden coffins and radiocarbon date analysis
results suggest that Type III graves were likely constructed after the late 16th
century, and Types IV and V burials probably being made after the mid-17th
century. Taken together, the Nacheung-dong lime-burial assemblage provides
significant evidence for understanding the development of lime-burial practices

from the late 16th through the 19th century in the late Joseon period.

Key Words : Gunsan Naecheung-dong Site, Joseon-period burials, Lime burial

(hoemyo), Sarye Pyeollam, Typology, Late Joseon, Dendrochronology
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