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<Abstract>

The Location Identification and Historical Value of Amakseong

Baek, ok-jong

Seongri Fortress, located in Seong-ri, Ayeong-myeon, Namwon-si, Jeonbuk-do,
was designated as the provincial monument Amak Fortress on December 31,
1977, based on its geographical significance, scale, and the association between
its location name and the fortress’s alternative name. At the time, however, the
designation was made without archaeological investigation, limiting its historical
value. Previous studies, constrained by the absence of archaeological data, relied
primarily on documentary evidence, particularly The Samguk Sagi, making it
difficult to determine the location of Amak Fortress with certainty.

Since 2018, a series of detailed topographic and excavation surveys have been
conducted, revealing construction techniques characteristic of Silla fortifications
from the 6th - 7th centuries and yielding abundant Silla pottery. Radiocarbon
dating and other scientific analyses indicate the fortress was in operation mainly
during the mid- to late 6th century, coinciding precisely with the period of the
Amak Fortress Battle recorded in The Samguk Sagi. This alignment provides
archaeological validation of the historical record.

While scholarly consensus now largely supports identifying Seongri Fortress
as Amak Fortress, concerns remain regarding potential errors from relying on
evidence from a single fortress. To address this, Namwon City has undertaken
comparative analyses with other fortresses on the Unbong Plateau, examined
ancient transportation networks, and studied Baekje - Silla military conflicts over
control of the Baekdu Daegan range. The integration of newly obtained
archaeological and scientific data is expected to enable a more definitive
determination of Amak Fortress’s location and to deepen understanding of its

historical significance in the Three Kingdoms period.

Key Words : Seongri Fortress, Amak Fortress, Amakseong Battle

* Namwon-si Curator
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