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<Abstract>

Institutionalization of Jeonju’s Wartime-Capital Defense
Architecture and the Fortification of Wibong Mountain Fortress
under King Sukjong of Joseon

Lee, Sang-sik’

The defensive system centered around Jeonju and Wibongsanseong in the late
Joseon period was a national countermeasure established in response to domestic
and international crises and political-social circumstances. Having experienced the
Imjin War, the Manchu invasions, and Yi Gwal's Rebellion, Joseon recognized
the necessity of a royal refuge and ultimate defensive stronghold. During the
early years of King Sukjong’s reign, Wibongsanseong was designed as a royal
sanctuary, with the construction of a royal palace (haenggung) adding strategic
significance. This was influenced by events such as the Revolt of the Three
Feudatories, the reconstruction of Jeoksang Fortress, the Gyeongsin Famine, the
Gapin Royal Mourning Dispute, and severe floods.

The Revolt of the Three Feudatories, a period of internal strife within the Qing
Dynasty, heightened military instability and prompted Joseon to strengthen its
defenses. While Jeoksang Fortress was considered as a royal refuge after the
Manchu invasions, its rugged terrain made external support difficult, exposing
its limitations. Conversely, Wibongsanseong, with its accessibility and efficient
logistical support, was chosen as a new royal sanctuary. Jeonju served as the
hub for military supplies and personnel concentration, while Wibongsanseong
functioned as the ultimate bastion for protecting royal authority in times of war.

This defensive system, centered on Jeonju and Wibongsanseong, exemplified
Joseon’s strategic intent to safeguard the monarchy and ensure national stability.
It was a critical response to internal and external crises, reflecting the kingdom's

determination to prepare for any threats.
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