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<Abstract>

Post-Liberation Power Struggles and the Restructuring of Local
Order in Jeollabuk-do

The Case of the Namwon Incident

Song Jeonghyun"

This study analyzes the reconfiguration of local power structures in
Jeollabuk-do during the immediate post-liberation period, focusing on the
Namwon Incident of November 1945. Following Japan’s surrender, the U.S.
military government sought to establish its occupation and administrative system
in southern Korea, but encountered diverse local socio-economic conditions and
preexisting power relations. As a major granary region, Jeollabuk-do had long
been a target of rice extraction under Japanese colonial rule, while frequent
tenancy disputes and peasant struggles provided fertile ground for the rise of
leftist forces. These conditions directly shaped the dynamics of power
realignment in the political vacuum after liberation.

The Namwon Incident epitomized the confrontation between the U.S. military
government and the local People’s Committee. The military government
attempted to dismantle the administrative and policing functions of the committee
and to assume control over the management of enemy property(jeoksan). In
response, residents staged protests, during which U.S. troops opened fire,
resulting in casualties. The conflict was driven not only by ideological
confrontation between left and right, but also by intertwined factors such as
economic interests, the disposition of former Japanese assets, and popular
demands for the purge of pro-Japanese collaborators.

In the aftermath, the U.S. military government defined the People’s Committees
as potential threats, strengthening its rule through the police and right-wing forces.
This process facilitated the re-emergence of former collaborators in administrative
positions and deepened ideological polarization. The Namwon Incident thus

represented a critical juncture in the restructuring of local power relations in

* Research Professor, Institute of Korean Classical Studies, Jeonju University
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Jeollabuk-do, while also exposing the particularities and inherent limitations of
power realignment in post-liberation Korea. By examining this case, the study
underscores the importance of analyzing local power dynamics and transformations,
beyond the framework of central politics, in order to broaden our understanding

of the liberation space.

Key Words : U.S. military government, Jeollabuk-do, Namwon Incident, People’s

Committee, Enemy Property
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